LORD CLIVE                           CHAP.

rice on his shoulder, hid his small savings in his girdle,
and fled with his wife and children to the mountains or
the jungles, to the milder neighbourhood of the hyaena
and the tiger."
The Carnatic,1 in which Olive commenced his Indian
career, was a district of the Deccan, and one of the
latest conquests of Aurungzebe. The first Nawab, Saadat
Ullah, having no children, adopted two nephews, Dost
Ali and Boker Ali. When he died, in 1732, Dost
Ali proclaimed himself Nawab without reference to
his Subadar, Nizam ul-Mulk; and Boker became gover-
nor of the important fortress of Vellore. The suc-
cession was peacefully effected, but the Nizam, resenting
the want of deference shown to his authority, pre-
vented the issue of the royal letters of. confirmation.
Dost Ali, hoping to secure French support in the event
of a conflict with his Subadar, entered into intimate
relations with M. Dumas, the governor of Pondi-
eherry. He had several daughters, one of whom was
married to her cousin, Murtaza Ali, and another to
Chunda Sahib, a man of great capacity and restless
ambition, who soon contrived to obtain for himself the
office of Diwan, The Nawab of the Carnatic was
charged with the collection of tribute from two native
states, Triehinopoly and Tanjore. In 1736 the Rajah of
Trichinopoly died, and Dost Ali, under pretext of col-
lecting the tribute, sent his eldest son, Sufdar Ali, and
Chunda Sahib with an army to seize the city. The force
marched by way of Madras and Pondicherry, and soon
1 The country, from Cape Comorin to the Northern Circars,
lyiag east of the Ghauts and reaching to the sea on the Cororuandel
coast.